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Reply to the Auction. 
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of the country. Thi« Shore is bold and 
rocky, with several nahual caves. Foxes 
are found iicre. Along this shore is 
good hsl.ing. The tish caught are 
Jiiig, and a fish they call blockins. 
During the monlhs of Julv and Au- 
gust, h< vrings are commonly caught -, 
at present they are more aliundant than 
usual. Some kelp is also made along 
this coast. Here is tlw scite of a 
church. On a rising ground, near the 
northern e.vtremity of tlie island, is a 
Uruidical aitar, it consists of six large 
stones set upright in the earth, viz. four 
«>n ihe norlli side, and two on the soutii : 
those stones are about three feet high 
above the surface of the earth, and the 
space between the sides about the 
same : on the top there is a large stone, 
being upwards of six feet long, and the 
vest end of nearly equal breadth, but 
slopiug towards tl)e east to about three 
feet : this stone is near two feet thick, 
and pretty smooth on both sides ; it 
rests on two stones on the north side, 
and one on the south; beneath is a large 
stone which sf ems to have served as a 
floor. I inquired at a neighbouring 
house, if these stones had any par- 
ticular name (lor I expected to have 
liearl ot their erection by Fin M'Cool, 
alias, FioD M'Cumlial, or some such 
hero of antiquity) but was informed 
that they had no particular name, 
nor any account concerning them. 
Eastward of this is a small isle, com- 
monly called Muck, signifying swine, 
but in charts the Knee; it can be en- 
tered at iow wister, and serves to graze 
a few sheep. Near this is a small ha- 
ven cal.ed Port Muck, accounted very 
safe for small vessels. Oil' this is caught 
tliat deUcate lish the turbot. 

S. M. S. 



To ihe Editor of ihe Belfast Magazine. 

SIR, 

J WAS disappointed on reading the 
last Number of the Belfast Ma- 
f^aZMif!, t> tind such an ill-nutured at- 
tack on the I'emafe-sex, in your pages, 
as I liad supposed from the liberality 
and good sense of tlie Proprietors of 
tiie Magazine, the "Auction" would 
have been immediately rejected. — 
Happily ibr the Female-sex, they 
are now considered more than mere 
dolls, and such vnigar witticisms as, 
" she has forty nicks in her hoin at 
kast," and the plan of selling, " yOO 



damsels, all in great want of husbands," 
in lo(8 of half a iizeil, are not ad- 
miied by those who have even a 
moderate shani of understanding. I 
admit some of the Female-sex, from 
their manner of speaking and writing, 
seem to consider the chief business 
of life is to be in love, and to be 
married ; but because some think so, 
it is unfair for A. Z. to suppose all 
are of the same opinion. On read- 
ing Esprieila's letters, I was amused 
with a conference Joanna Southcott 
reports she had with the devil, and 
was pleased to find that even he, had 
not a worse opinion of the Female- 
sex than A. Z. fie complained he found 
it much more difficult to dispute with 
one woman than with a thousand 
men. His " sooty highness" may 
have reason to be offended, for 
being compared with this writer in the 
Belfast Magazine. 

I hope A. Z. will allow me to ad- 
vise him never again to make such 
an unhandsome attack on the Female- 
sex, as it only serves to expose his 
ill. nature, and I trust there will al- 
ways be some persop found who will 
defend them from his attacks. Should 
tlie times ever change so much, as 
to oblige the ladies to be sold, I am 
sure they can have no objection to 
employ A. Z. as an auctioneer, he is 
so dexterous at that trade, and he 
may perhaps expedite their sale by 
some of his coarse jests, which I sup- 
pose auctioneers are permitted to ust- ; 
but his writings are not calculated ei- 
ther to instruct or to enlighten njankind. 
I cannot imagine why A. Z. has 
formed such a poor opinion of the Fe- 
male-sex, except that he has found them 
very ready to fall in love with hnn. 
'1 his would not show their good taste, 
unless he is very different from wltat 
his writings lead me to suppose ; or 
tiiat he uses the Magazine as a kind 
of inask to express sentiments which 
he would not dare to utter in con- 
versation in their presence. 

A Female Quixotte. 



Ta ihe Editor of the Belfast Magazine, 

AK EXCURSION TO GRACE-HILL. 
SIR, 

ENCOURAGED, by reading a 
Ramble to Antrim, inserted in 
your Magazine, I am induced to of- 



